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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. 

The information is submitted before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing 
of a Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. Continued examination is 
requested and the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(e) accompanies the present 
submission. 

This Information Disclosure Statement contains information which is not in the 
English language but was cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application. In accordance with MPEP § 609 III A(3), an English 
language version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is being submitted herewith. 

Also, a copy of EP 0 877 108 listed on the attached search report is not enclosed 
herewith because it was previously submitted with the first Information Disclosure Statement 
filed on March 13, 2002. 
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To assist the Examiner, the document is / documents are listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be 
returned to the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date April 22. 2004 




Douglas H. Pearson 
Registration No. 47,851 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



